Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning
Association of Reputed Academics
The University is adopting the course team approach in the
development of learning materials. Reputed academics from the
conventional system are associated at different stages of curriculum
development and materials development. Their association brings
expertise and credibility to the programmes. Validation by peer group
gives academic legitimacy to the programmes.
Practitioners as Resource Persons
In the planning and development of professional programmes like
Bachelor of Library and Information Sciences, Bachelor of Public
Relations, Postgraduate Diploma in Public Accounting, the leading
practitioners of these professions are associated in different stages of
planning, development and delivery of the programmes. The
practitioners' association assures the quality of the programmes. The
University, by trying to develop the professional programmes based on
the ideas and practice, ensures the validation of the system.
Feedback from the Learners
Learners' feedback is another mechanism used by the University
for validation of its programmes. Representation is given to students
in the Academic Senate which is responsible for identification and
framing of regulations for academic programmes. Students are also
associated as members of the review teams constituted for the purpose
of revision of learning materials. Students' responses are collected
through structured and unstructured means on learning materials. The
course teams use these responses in validating the programme.
Evaluation Studies for Validation
The University established a separate branch, Centre for
Evaluation, for purposes of formative and summative evaluation studies
of the academic programmes. The Centre conducted a number of studies
on the quality of print material, use of Audio-visual materials,
performance of students in examinations, effectiveness of delivery system
etc. (Refer to APPENDIX). These studies constitute an important input
in the validation of programmes.